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Southeast	Asia	in	Motion	–	Exploring	Urban	Change	in	Vietnam	
International	Summer	School	
University	of	Social	Sciences	and	Humanities,	VNU-Hanoi,	July	2-20	2018	

Abstract	

‘Southeast	Asia	in	Motion’	is	an	international	summer	school	program	involving	students	and	
scholars	from	Vietnam,	Cambodia,	Indonesia,	Myanmar,	Thailand	and	Switzerland	that	will	be	
held	at	the	University	of	Social	Sciences	and	Humanities	(USSH)	in	Hanoi.	

By	combining	state-of-the-art	research	in	and	on	Southeast	Asia	with	an	innovative	teaching	
format,	this	summer	school	gathers	students,	junior	researchers	and	senior	scholars	in	a	three-
week	intensive	program.	The	overarching	theme	of	this	Summer	School	will	be	“Urban	Change”	
–	a	highly	relevant	topic	within	the	Southeast	Asian	context	where	transformation	and	
development	are	closely	associated	with	a	rapid	pace	of	urbanization. 

Structure	of	the	Summer	School	

In	the	first	week	of	the	summer	school,	students	will	get	an	introduction	into	processes	of	urban	
change	in	Vietnam,	central	theories	on	urban	change	and	qualitative	research	methods.	The	
lectures	will	present	closely	related	to	the	ongoing	research	of	the	lecturers	from	USSH	and	UZH	
–	from	historical	and	contemporary	perspectives	on	urban	change,	rural-urban	migration	and	
the	development	of	peri-urban	areas	to	gender	and	youth	in	the	city.	In	the	second	and	third	
week	of	the	summer	school,	students	will	train	their	skills	in	ethnographic	research	methods	by	
exploring	field	sites	in	and	around	Hanoi	and	carry	out	practical	assignments	in	mixed	groups.	
The	summer	school	will	close	with	a	two-day	workshop	in	which	lecturers	from	the	
participating	universities	in	Southeast	Asia	will	give	an	overview	of	processes	of	urban	change	
in	their	respective	countries	and	the	students	will	present	findings	from	their	field	research.	

Participating	Universities	

University	of	Zurich	(Switzerland)	
University	of	Social	Sciences	and	Humanities,	Vietnam	National	University,	Hanoi	
Gadjah	Mada	University	(Indonesia)		
Royal	University	of	Phnom	Penh	(Cambodia)	
Mandalay	University	(Myanmar)		
Chiang	Mai	University	(Thailand)	
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Objectives	

During	this	summer	school,	we	aim	to...		

• 	 Engage	with	debates	about	"urban	change"	in	social	
sciences	in	general	and	as	a	key	component	of	
transformation	processes	in	Southeast	Asia	in	
particular	

• 	 Get	insight	into	research	in	and	on	Southeast	Asia	and	
learn	about	commonalities	and	differences			

• 	 Engage	with	a	variety	of	academic	traditions	and	gain	
experience	working	in	an	interdisciplinary,	
international	learning	and	research	setting			

• 	 Practice	the	ability	to	engage	in	scholarly	debates	in	
English	in	a	multilingual	context			

• 	 Carry	out	research	as	a	collective	and	thereby	
scrutinize	our	own	ethnocentric	perspectives,	
hopefully	sharpening	our	understanding	of	our	own	
positionality	and	strengthening	reflexivity			

• 	 Introduce	students	to	field	research	and	(hopefully	)	
generate	enthusiasm	for	ethnographic	research,	in	
Southeast	Asia	and	beyond			

Aenean	eget	urna	

Requirements			

Participants	are	expected	to...			

• 		Read	the	compulsory	reading	of	the	program	before	the	
start	of	the	summer	school	(see	syllabus)			

• 		Participate	actively	in	all	sessions			

• 		In	a	mixed	group	of	students,	design	a	small	research	
and	carry	out	fieldwork	during	the	second	and	third	
week	of	the	summer	school	and	present	the	research	
findings	during	the	workshop	at	the	end	of	the	
program		

• 		Write	a	report	(2000	words)	on	the	research	exercise	
in	the	second	week	(incl.	findings,	relevant	literature	
and	methodology)* � 

* The requirement to write a report is compulsory for students from the University of Zurich. All other students should check with the lecturers of 
their respective universities whether they are required to write a report / whether other additional requirements apply.  

	

Participating	lecturers	
	
	
University	of	Social	Sciences	and	
Humanities,	VNU-Hanoi	
Prof.	Dr.	Phạm	Quang	Minh		
Assoc.	Prof.	Hoàng	Anh	Tuấn		
Assoc.	Prof.	Nguyễn	Tuấn	Anh		
Assoc.	Prof.	Nguyễn	Văn	Sửu			
Assoc.	Prof.	Dr.	Nguyễn	Thị	Thanh	Huyền		
Dr.	Nguyễn	Thu	Hương		
Dr.	Đỗ	Anh	Đức	
	
	
University	of	Zurich	
Assist.	Prof.	Dr.	Annuska	Derks	
Dr.	Esther	Horat	
Matthew	Parsfield,	M.A.	
Molly	Fitzpatrick,	M.A.	
Lic.	Phil.	Georg	Winterberger	
	
	
Universitas	Gadjah	Mada	
Dr.	Pujo	Semedi	H.	Yuwono	
Dr.	Pande	Made	Kutanegara	
	
	
Chiang	Mai	University	
Dr.	Chayan	Vaddhanaphuti	
	
	
Royal	University	of	Phnom	Penh	
Dr.	Spoann	Vin		
	
	
Mandalay	University	
Dr.	Zin	Mar	Latt	
	
	
The	Asia	Foundation	
Dr.	Michael	diGregorio	
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Program	

	
Day		

	
Morning	Session:	9.00-12.00	

	
Afternoon	Session:	14.00-17.00	

Week	1	
Mon,	July	2		

	
Welcome	and	introductions	
Urban	Change	in	Southeast	Asia	
Prof.	Dr.	Phạm	Quang	Minh	and	Prof.	Dr.	
Annuska	Derks	
	
Welcome	lunch	

	
Lecture	I:	Urban	Change	in	Vietnam:	
Historical	and	Contemporary	Perspectives		
Prof.	Dr.	Hoàng	Anh	Tuấn	and	Prof.	Dr.	
Annuska	Derks	

Tue,	July	3	 Lecture	II:	Rural-urban	ties		
Prof.	Dr.	Nguyễn	Tuấn	Anh	and	Matthew	
Parsfield	
	

Discussion	of	Readings:	Key	Concepts	in	the	
Study	of	Urban	Change			

Wed,	July	4	 Lecture	III:	Urban	and	peri-urban	
development		
Prof.	Dr.	Nguyễn	Văn	Sửu	and	Dr.	Esther	
Horat	

Preparation	of	Field	Research:	
Introduction	to	Ethnographic	Methods	
(Participant	Observation	I)		
	
Roundtable	–	Doing	Research:	Methods,	
Experiences	and	Reflections		

Thu,	July	5	 Lecture	IV:	Gender	in	the	city		
Dr.	Nguyễn	Thu	Hương	and	Prof.	Dr.	
Annuska	Derks	

Preparation	of	Field	Research:	
Introduction	to	Ethnographic	Methods	
(Participant	Observation	II	and	Interviews)	

Fri,	July	6	 Lecture	V:	Urban	youth	and	media		
Prof.	Dr.	Nguyễn	Thị	Thanh	Huyền	and	
Dr.	Đỗ	Anh	Đức	

Development	of	Research	Designs	

Sat,	July	7	 Visit	Hanoi	 Off	
Sun,	July	8	 Off	 Off	
Week	2	
	
July	9-14	

	
Ethnographic	Field	Research	/	Feedback	Sessions	
	

Week	3	
	
July	15-18	
	
	
Thu	+	Fri,	
July	19-20	
	

	
	
Ethnographic	Field	Research	/	Feedback	Sessions	
	
	
Two-day	International	Workshop	‘Exploring	Urban	Change	in	Southeast	Asia’	
	
Farewell	dinner	
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Research	groups	
Topic   Place  Supervisor  Students  
1) Urban gardening  Hanoi  Annuska Derks Seraina Schutz  (UZH) 

Aye Aye (MU) 
Ngọc Huyền (VNU) 
 

2) Khu tập thể (apartment building)  Hanoi (e.g. Bách Khoa)  Annuska Derks  Nara Valsangiacomo (UZH) 
Kesone Kanhalikham (CMU) 
Vũ Thị Bình Minh (VNU) 
 

3) Traditional market  
  

Hanoi (e.g. Chợ Hôm)  Esther Horat  Tanja Nützi (UZH)  
Caroline Asti (GMU) 
Set Vibol (RUPP) 
Nghiêm Thị Kim Anh (VNU) 
 

4) New urban area  
  

In / around Hanoi  Nguyễn Văn Sửu  Irina Picmous (UZH) 
Indro Laksono (GMU) 
Nhong Sodavy (RUPP) 
Quản Vân Anh (VNU) 
 

5) Theater scene  Hanoi  Esther Horat Mirjam Neidhart (UZH) 
Nilian Sang (CMU) 
Lê Phưnơg Duy (VNU) 
 

6) Motorbike repair shop  
  

Hanoi  Nguyễn Tuấn Anh  Manuel Aguilar (UZH) 
Benno Sommerhalder (UZH) 
Nguyễn Thị Quỳnh Anh 

(VNU) 
 

7) Rural-urban migration  
  

Tân Triều commune or Hát 
Môn commune  

Nguyễn Tuấn Anh  Zoë Kraushaar (UZH)Win Soe 
(MU) 

Nuth Sovannarith (RUPP) 
Lưu Khánh Linh (VNU) 
 

8) Memories of urban change (through 
oral history with elderly Hanoians)  

Hanoi (e.g. Thống Nhất 
Park)  

Matthew Parsfield Kardelen Yildirim (UZH)  
Yong Mouy Kea (RUPP) 
Vũ Quang Huy (VNU) 
 

9) Heritage / use of public space  
  

Old quarter and citadel  Nguyễn Văn Sửu  Dwi Hidayatti (GMU) 
Thandar Ayeaye (MU) 
Nguyễn Hải Hà (VNU) 
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Lecturers	(first	week)	

University	of	Social	Sciences	and	Humanities,	VNU-Hanoi	
	
Prof.	Dr.	Phạm	Quang	Minh		
Rector	USSH,	Faculty	of	International	
Studies		
	

phqminh62@gmail.com	

Assoc.	Prof.	Hoàng	Anh	Tuấn		
Vice	Rector,	Chair	of	Urban	History	
	

tuan@ussh.edu.vn			

Assoc.	Prof.	Nguyễn	Tuấn	Anh		
Vice	Dean,	Faculty	of	Sociology	
	

anhxhh@gmail.com			

Assoc.	Prof.	Nguyễn	Văn	Sửu			
Dean,	Faculty	of	Anthropology	
	

nvsuu@yahoo.com			

Dr.	Nguyễn	Thu	Hương		
Faculty	of	Anthropology	
	

huongethno@gmail.com			

Assoc.	Prof.	Nguyễn	Thị	Thanh	Huyền		
Faculty	of	Journalism	and	Communication	
	

huyenanh02@yahoo.com			

Dr.		Đỗ	Anh	Đức		
Faculty	of	Journalism	and	Communication	
	

d_anhduc@yahoo.com	

	
	
University	of	Zurich	
	

	

Assist.	Prof.	Dr.	Annuska	Derks	
Chair	of	Social	Transformation	Processes,	
Department	of	Social	Anthropology	and	
Cultural	Studies	
	

annuska.derks@uzh.ch			

Dr.	Esther	Horat	
Department	of	Social	Anthropology	and	
Cultural	Studies	
	

esther.horat@uzh.ch				

Matthew	Parsfield,	M.A.	
Department	of	Social	Anthropology	and	
Cultural	Studies	
	

matthew.parsfield@uzh.ch	
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Participants		
Chiang	Mai	University	

Kesone	Kanhalikham		 Social	Sciences	 kesone2009@gmail.com	

Nilian	Sang	 Development	Studies		 juneniliansang@gmail.com	
	
	
Gadjah	Mada	University	

Caroline	Astipranatari	 Anthropology	 asticaroline@gmail.com		
Indro	Laksono	 Anthropology	 indro.laksono@mail.ugm.ac.id	

Dwi	Hidayati	 Anthropology	 whidayatti@gmail.com	
	
	
Mandalay	University	

Win Win Soe Anthropology	 drwwsoe@gmail.com 

Thandar Aye Anthropology	 thandarayeaye21@gmail.com 

Aye Aye Pyone Anthropology	 ayeayepyone435@gmail.com 
	
	
Royal	University	of	Phnom	Penh	

Set	Vibol	 Development	Studies	 setvibol99@gmail.com	
Nuth		Sovannarith	 Development	Studies	 nuthsovannarith.2015@gmail.com	

Nhong	Sodavy	 Development	Studies	 nhong.sodavy21@gmail.com		
Yong	Mouy	Kea	 Development	Studies	 chorkmouykea@gmail.com	
	
	
University	of	Social	Sciences	and	Humanities,	VNU-Hanoi	

Vũ	Quang	Huy	 Sociology	 vuquanghuy1998@gmail.com	

Lưu	Khánh	Linh	 Sociology	 linh.khanh96@gmail.com	
Quản	Vân	Anh	 International	Studies	 q.vananh97@gmail.com	

Nguyễn	Thị	Quỳnh	Anh	 International	Studies	 queenannie.vn@gmail.com	
Vũ	Thị	Bình	Minh	 International	Studies	 vuthibinhminh95@gmail.com	

Nguyễn	Ngọc	Huyền	 International	Studies	 tiramisucake1999@gmail.com	

Nguyễn	Hải	Hà	 Anthropology	 nguyenhaiha1993@gmail.com	
Nghiêm	Thị	Kim	Anh	 Anthropology	 13031024@sv.ussh.edu.vn	

Lê	Phưnơg	Duy	 Anthropology	 lephuongduy3695@gmail.com	
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University	of	Zurich	

Kardelen	Yildirim	 Anthropology	 kardelen.yildirim@uzh.ch	
Tanja	Nützi	 Anthropology	 tanjalea.nuetzi@uzh.ch		

Benno	Sommerhalder	 Anthropology	 benno.sommerhalder@uzh.ch		

Mirjam	Neidhart	 Anthropology	 mirjam.neidhart@uzh.ch		
Manuel	Aguilar	 Anthropology	 manueljose.floresaguilar@uzh.ch		

Zoe	Kraushaar	 Anthropology	 zoe.kraushaar@uzh.ch		
Seraina	Schutz	 Anthropology	 seraina.schutz@uzh.ch		

Irina	Picmous	 Anthropology	 irina.picmous@uzh.ch		

Nara	Valsangiacomo	 Anthropology	 naraannina.valsangiacomo@uzh.ch	
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Literature		
Key	Concepts:	Urbanisation	in	Vietnam	
	
Drummond,	Lisa	B.W.	2012.	Middle	Class	Landscapes	in	a	Transforming	City:	Hanoi	in	the	21st	
Century.	In	The	Reinvention	of	Distinction,	edited	by	Van	Nguyen-Marshall,	Drummond,	Lisa	B.W.	and	
Danièle	Bélanger,	79-93.	Dordrecht:	Springer.	
	
Fanchette,	Sylvie.	2016.	Introduction.	In	Hà	Nội,	a	Metropolis	in	the	Making.	The	Breakdown	in	Urban	
Integration	of	Villages,	edited	by	Sylvie	Fanchette,	7-16.	Marseille:	IRD	Édition.	
	
Harms,	Erik.	2012.	Beauty	as	control	in	the	New	Saigon:	Eviction,	new	urban	zones,	and	atomized	
dissent	in	a	Southeast	Asian	city.	American	Ethnologist	39(4):	735-750.	
	
Nguyen	Tuan	Anh,	Jonathan	Rigg,	Luong	Thi	Thu	Huong	and	Dinh	Thi	Dieu.	2012.	Becoming	and	
being	urban	in	Hanoi:	Rural-urban	migration	and	relations	in	Viet	Nam.	The	Journal	of	Peasant	
Studies	39(5):	1103-1131.	
	
Schwenkel,	Christina.	2017.	Haunted	Infrastructure:	Religious	Ruins	and	Urban	Obstruction	in	
Vietnam.	City	&	Society	29(3):	413-434.		
	
	
	
Methodology	
	
Spradley,	James	P.	1979.	Locating	an	Informant.	In	The	Ethnographic	Interview,	45-54.	
New	York	et	al.:	Holt,	Rinehart	and	Winston.	
	
Spradley,	James	P.	1979.	Interviewing	an	Informant.	In	The	Ethnographic	Interview,	55-	
68.	New	York	et	al.:	Holt,	Rinehart	and	Winston.	
	
Spradley,	James	P.	1980.	Locating	a	Social	Situation,	Doing	Participant	
Observation	and	Making	an	Ethnographic	Record.	In	Participant	Observation,	37-52;	
53-62;	63-72.	New	York:	Holt.	
	
	
	
Note:	All	texts	are	available	on	the	electronic	platform	OLAT.	
Participants	are	expected	to	read	the	texts	listed	above	in	preparation	for	summer	school.	
Those	interested	may	also	consult	additional	reading	relating	to	the	thematic	sessions	during	the	first	
week	of	the	program.	
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Location	and	useful	contacts		

	
Location	for	Classes	
	
University	of	Social	Sciences	and	Humanities	(Trường	Đại	học	Khoa	học	Xã	hội	và	Nhân	văn)	
336	Nguyen	Trai	Street,	Thanh	Xuan	district,	Hanoi	
Room	number	307,	Building	E	
	
	
Address	of	Hotel	(students	from	abroad	and	workshop	participants)	
	
From	1-2	July	
	
Nhan	Hoa	Hotel	
No.	6,	Lane	166,	Nhan	Hoa	Street	
Thanh	Xuan	
Hanoi	
	
	
From	2-21	July		
	
Hana	Hotel	
20,	Alley	116,	Nhan	Hoa	Street	
Thanh	Xuan	
Hanoi,	Vietnam	
Email:	hanahotelhanoi@gmail.com	
Phone	number:	(+84)	0911	101	888	/	(+84)	0918	888	060		
	
	
	
Contact	of	Local	Hosts	
	
1)	Nguyễn	Tuấn	Anh		 anhxhh@gmail.com	 	 (+84)	0985905712	

2)	Lưu	Khánh	Linh	 	 linh.khanh96@gmail.com	 (+84)	0988439296	


