
Conference on
“Anthropology of the Good, the Bad, and 

the Ugly: Examples from the Anthropology 
of Christianity and its Others“

Everyone is cordially 

invited to participate! 

7th -8th September 2019

ISEK – Institut für Sozialanthropologie und Empirische Kulturwissenschaft 

Venue: Villa Hatt, Seminarraum, Freudenbergstrasse 112, 8044 Zürich

Registration: Please register by August 15 with Rivana Cerullo 
rivanacelina.cerullo@uzh.ch. Registration fee per day is 60 CHF, free for 
students. The fee for participating at the dinner is 40 CHF, 20 CHF for 
students. The fee will be paid (in cash) at the registration desk at the 
conference.

DAY 1
Session I
09.00 – 09.15
Welcome & Introduction

09.15 – 10.15
Johannes Quack: Repugnant Others in Anthropology: Rationalists, 
Missionaries and Other “Thick Social Types”

Session II
10.15 – 11.15
John Hagström: The problem of the repugnant atheist: notes on the 
immoral stereotype of disbelief, delicious profanation, and the 
pleasure of provocation

11.15 – 11.45 Coffee Break

Session III 
11.45 – 12.45
Matthew Engelke: Secular Deaths (Good and Bad)

12.45 – 14.00 Lunch

Session IV
14.00 – 15.00
Stefan Binder: On the Negativity of Atheism. Or, why does lived 
Secularity bore Anthropologists?

Session V 
15.00 – 16.00
Ingie Hovland: What Did Lutheran Colonial Mission Feminists 
Want? Toward a Composite Concept of Value Work in the 
Anthropology of Christianity

16.00 - 16.30 Coffee Break

Session VI 
16.30 – 17.30
Simon Coleman: Ethnography, Epistemology, and the ‘Anthropology 
Slot’: Reflections on the Surprisingly Unrepugnant Other 

19.00 Dinner

DAY 2
Session VII
09.15 – 10.15
Jon Bialecki: There is no transitive law on the road to Liberty 
University

Session VIII
10.15 – 11.15
Joe Webster: Incestuous Love, Hermetically Sealed Hate, and the 
Return of the Old Firm

11.15 – 11.45 Coffee Break

Session IX
11.45 – 12.45
Maria Hughes: Missionaries’ ethical navigation. Balancing the charge 
of doing something ‘ugly’ and the desire to be recognized for doing 
something ‘good’

12.45 – 14.00 Lunch

Session X
14.00 – 15.00
Laurie Occhipinti: Doing good, being good: Service missions and the 
creation of a moral self

Session XI
15.00 – 16.00
Final discussion


