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"What's Love Got To Do With It?": The Making and  
Remaking Ethical Collaborative Worlds in the Face of 
Past Injustices and Future Erasures
Prof. Paige West (Barnard College and Columbia University)

How are changes in climate affecting the possibilities for self-determination for Indigenous communities? How 
can scholars and activists know, write, and help disappearing worlds? How do scholars from, and based in, the 
global north work with Indigenous communities today in ways that do not replicate the dispossessions of the 
past or the on-going dispossessions of the present? What does it mean to invoke "love" as a scholar? In this 
seminar Professor Paige West draws on her twenty-seven years of engagements with Indigenous communities, 
activists, and scientists in Papua New Guinea to ask and attempt to answer these questions.
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